
Church of the Ascension 
July 12, 2020  5:00pm Holy Eucharist 
www.churchofascension.org  727-447-3469 
Evening Prayer & Holy Communion 

Be thoughtful, be reverent, be present, 
for you are standing on Holy Ground. 

Before the service, speak to Jesus in preparation for worship. 
During the service, let Christ speak to you as you encounter 

Jesus’ presence through worship. 
After the service, share with each other the 

Good News of God’s love for us. 

Prelude            Wherever you go    Jim Brickmen 

Welcome  

The Collect of the Day 
Leader: Let us pray the collect of the day, 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, 
and grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to 
do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Song  Blessed Be Your Name 
1. Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful, where Your streams of 

abundance flow, blessed be Your name. 
2. Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place, though I walk through 

the wilderness, blessed be Your name. 
CHORUS:  Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise.   When the darkness 
closes in, Lord, still I will say,  

REFRAIN:  Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 

3. Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me, when the world’s all 
as it should be, blessed be Your name. 

4. Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering, though there’s pain in 
the offering, blessed be Your name. 
CHORUS REFRAIN 

BRIDGE (sing twice) 
You give and take away, You give and take away. My heart will choose to say, Lord, 
Blessed be Your name. 

REFRAIN and END    

Opening Sentence 
Leader: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the  
Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 1:2 
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Confession of Sin 
Leader: Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; its pride, 
its selfishness, its greed; its evil divisions and hatreds. Let us confess our share 
in what is wrong, and our failure to seek and establish that peace which God 
wills for his children. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Leader and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen.  

Leader: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter  
Leader: O God, make speed to save us.  
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Leader and People  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

Song  Eagles Wings   Wonder, Love, & Praise #810 
1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in this shadow for life, say to 

the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”    
REFRAIN: “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of my hand.” 

2. Snares of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear; 
under God’s wings your refuge with faithfulness your shield.  REFRAIN 

3. For to the angels God’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; upon 
their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.  
REFRAIN 

Psalm 119:105-112 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
   and a light to my path.  
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 
   to observe your righteous ordinances.  
107 I am severely afflicted; 
   give me life, O Lord, according to your word.  
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108 Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, 
   and teach me your ordinances.  
109 I hold my life in my hand continually, 
   but I do not forget your law.  
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, 
   but I do not stray from your precepts.  
111 Your decrees are my heritage for ever; 
   they are the joy of my heart.  
112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes 
   forever, to the end.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Song   Hymn 654    Day by Day (Sung 3 times) 
     Verse 1: As the hymn as written 
     Verse 2 & 3:  Godspell music, the same text 

The Lesson 
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  New Testament 
The Parable of the Sower 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
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Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 
listen!’ 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As 
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 

Silence 

An Affirmation of Faith  Iona Abbey, Worship Book 
 Celebrant and People 
We believe in Jesus Christ, son of the one God, maker and sustainer of 
earth, sea and sky.  
Born of Mary’s womb, faithful to the God of Abraham and Sarah, Jesus 
healed the sick, served the poor, and proclaimed heaven on earth.  
Condemned by the religious, crucified by the state,  
He died but transformed even death and rose to life everlasting.  
He blessed the disciples with his Holy Spirit and sent them forth, east and 
west, north and south.  
We commit ourselves to Jesus, to one another as brothers and sisters and 
to his mission in the world in the grace of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Suffrages  
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.  

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  
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The people may add their petitions silently or aloud. 
Pray for those need to feel God’s healing touch. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  

The people may add their petitions silently or aloud. 
Pray for our country and the nations; pray for peace. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all 
your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord.  

The people may add their petitions silently or aloud 
Pray for those who have died. 

A Collect for Sundays  
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of 
death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who 
have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise you in that City of 
which he is the light, and where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Collect for the Search for Ascension’s New Rector 
Lord God, You have called us to listen to your Holy Spirit, raise up for Ascension, we 
pray, a priest and pastor who will boldly proclaim your Gospel, faithfully administer 
your sacraments, and serve your people with love and compassion. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils  
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  

A Collect for the Presence of Christ  
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know 
you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for 
the sake of your love. Amen.  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
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be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the 
age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

The Peace 
Leader: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 
All baptized adults, youth, and children are invited to receive communion. If you 
are not baptized, you are invited to cross your arms to receive a blessing. 

The Invitation   Iona Abbey, Worship Book 
Leader: The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of 
company with Jesus and with all those who love him. It is the table of sharing 
with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself. It is the table of 
communion with the earth in which Christ became incarnate. 

The Story of the Last Supper 
Blessed, is our friend and savior, Jesus the Christ. Jesus walks with us the 
road of our world’s suffering, and is known to us in the breaking of bread. On 
the night of his arrest, Jesus took the bread and having blessed it, He broke 
the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘This is my body, given for you’.  

In the same way he took the cup of wine, and having given thanks for it, He 
poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
relationship with God, sealed with my blood. Take this and share it. I shall 
drink wine with you next in the coming Kingdom of God.’ 

Loving God, it is through your goodness that we have this bread and wine to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. In the sharing of 
this bread, may we know your resurrection presence, and may we know that, 
in touching this bread, it is you whom we touch. 

Tonight we celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among His community 
through the centuries and shares among us now. Made one with Christ, and 
thus one with each other, let us offer these gifts and ourselves to God, a single, 
holy, living sacrifice. 

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, we do in this place what you did in an 
upstairs room. Breathe your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this 
wine, that they may be heaven’s food and drink for us, renewing, sustaining 
and making us whole; that we may be your body on earth, loving and caring in 
the world. AMEN. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

If you are unable to celebrate around God’s table, we know and affirm that God is near to 
each person and meets us where we are. Please pray this communion prayer; a reminder 
that God is present with us always. 

Communion Song:   Make Me A Channel of Your Peace 
1. Make me a channel of your peace.    

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,  
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.    

2. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light,  
and where there’s sadness, every joy. 

REFRAIN: 
O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood, as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

3. Make me a channel of your peace.   
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
in giving of ourselves that we receive, 

     and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Leader: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray together: 
 Leader and People:  
Eternal Father, we thank you for nourishing us with these heavenly gifts: 
may our communion strengthen us in faith, build us up in hope, and make 
us grow in love; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
Leader: May God the Father bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy 
Spirit give you strength. May God the holy and undivided Trinity guard your 
body, save your soul, and bring you safely to his heavenly country; and the 
Blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Keep you and those you love in life everlasting. Amen. 

Leader: O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the 
life we live: Watch over those, both night and day, who work while others sleep, 
and grant that we may never forget that our common life depends upon each 
other’s toil; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon 
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Leader and People 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch 
with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have 
promised; For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have 
prepared for all the world to see: A Light to enlighten the nations, and the 
glory of your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch 
with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  

Song    He’s got the whole world in his hands   Lift Every Voice and Sing 217 
1. He’s got the whole world in His hand.  4x 
2. He’s got you and me sister.  4x 
3. He’s got you and brother.  4x 
4. He’s got the pretty little baby.  4x 
5. He’s got everybody here. 4x 

Dismissal 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord God living and true! Let us always give him 
praise, glory, honor, blessings and every good thing. Amen. 

-- A blessing attributed to St. Francis of Assisi 

Leader: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   Romans 15:13  

Leader: Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Music reproduced under OneLicense #A-72568
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