
Church of the Ascension 
July 12, 2020  8:00am Holy Eucharist 
www.churchofascension.org  727-447-3469 
Season of Pentecost, Proper 10 

Prelude   Sonatina No. 2 in F   Ludwig Van Beethoven 

Processional Hymn L189  Great is thy faithfulness 
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The Word of God 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
     Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second 
is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
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Gloria S-280 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People: 
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who 
call upon thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 
fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Collect for the Human Family 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your 
Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that 
separate us unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, 
all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Lessons 
First Lesson: Genesis 25:19-34   Old Testament 
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of 
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac 
prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted 
his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together 
within her; and she said, ‘If it is to be this way, why do I live?’ So she went to 
inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 

‘Two nations are in your womb, 
   and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
one shall be stronger than the other, 
   the elder shall serve the younger.’  

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The 
first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 
Afterwards his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was 
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of 
game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!’ (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, ‘First sell me your 
birthright.’ Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?’ 
Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.’ So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and 
rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:105-112  Old Testament 
105 Your word is a lantern to my | feet * 

and a light upon my | path. 
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106 I have sworn and am de-| termined * 
to keep your righteous | judgments. 

107 I am deeply | troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your | word. 

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my | lips, * 
and teach me your | judgments. 

109 My life is always in my | hand, * 
yet I do not forget your | law. 

110 The wicked have set a | trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your com-| mandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for | ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my | heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your | statutes * 
for ever and to the | end. 

Underline words have two syllables per note. Bolded words have two notes per syllable 

Second Lesson: Romans 8:1-11   New Testament 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 
and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 
do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, 
he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn 711  Seek ye first (sung in a round) 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   New Testament 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
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no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 
no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’ 

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’ 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Hymn 711    (see hymn above) 

Homily: The Rev. Leo Crawford 

Silence is kept after the homily. 

The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I 
believe one holy catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
Deacon: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
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Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make 
prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all people: Receive these our  
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; 
and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of 
thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Give grace, O heavenly Father, 
to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Dabney, Michael, and Barry, our Bishops; and 
Leo, Randy, Doris, Hugh, Bill, Rand, and Norman, our Priests; Linda and Sandy, 
our Deacons; that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 
and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. And to all 
thy people give thy heavenly grace, and to this congregation here present; and 
bless, this week, those celebrating their birthdays Sean Maguire, Robert 
Ferguson, Roy Slade, Randall Marcum, Randy Dodds, Nan Englishbee, 
Grayson Hinrichs, Paul Ley, George Walters, Marte Toohill, Rogers Haydon, 
Ruthanne Schlarbaum; and also those celebrating their anniversary Bill & 
Terrie Byrne; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and 
receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the 
days of their life. 

We beseech thee, O God of patient and gentle strength, who knoweth our needs 
before we ask, may thy loving presence guide us as we seek the next rector for 
Ascension. By thy Holy Spirit, give to each member of our search committee 
discerning hearts and clear minds, that they may trust thy will for Ascension. 
Grant to them and to us a spirit of cooperation and unity. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land especially Donald, our President; Ron, our 
Governor; and the mayors of our communities, that they may be led to wise 
decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.  

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy 
works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their 
substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. And we most humbly beseech 
thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor those on our prayer list, 
especially __________ and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, 
sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy 
faith and fear especially __________, beseeching thee to grant them continual 
growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good 
examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly 
kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  
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Silence may be kept. 

Celebrant and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true 
faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Comfortable Words 
Celebrant: Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh 
you. Matthew 11:28 
     God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that 
all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 
     This is a true saying, and worthy of all people to be received, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 
     If we sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins 
of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 

Greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Offertory Meditation 
Have you fed the hungry, quenched the thirsty, welcomed the stranger, 
clothed the naked, cared for the sick, and visited the prisoner? . . . 
Today? . . .  When we give, the answer is yes. In our outreach and 
ministry we are doing these things through our partnerships in the name 
of Christ. Our outreach ministries and service work together to serve the 
“least of these”. Let us bring our tithes and offerings which feed, quench, 
welcome, clothe, care and visit. 

Offertory  Then shall the righteous shine forth  Felix Mendelssohn 
   Solo by Ryan Kosinski 

Then, then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in their heavenly Father’s 
realm, shine forth as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm, 
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Then shall the righteous shine forth in their heavenly Father’s realm, 
As the sun, as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm.   

Joy on their head shall be for everlasting, Joy on their head shall be for ever 
lasting.  And all sorrow and mourning shall flee away, shall belle away for ever. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm, 
shine forth, shine in their heavenly Father’s realm.  Shine forth as the sun in their 
heavenly Father’s realm, the shall the righteous shine in their heavenly Father’s 
realm. 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People: It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all 
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 

Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing, 

Celebrant and People: 
Sanctus S-129 
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All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of 
thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation 
of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and 
in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” (  Bells)  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of 
the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” (  Bells)  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of 
thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble 
servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with 
these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy 
Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable 
benefits procured unto us by the same. And we most humbly beseech 
thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these 
thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them 
according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most 
blessed Body and Blood. ( Bells)  

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee 
to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 
through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; 
humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers 
of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him.  
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And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty 
and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end. AMEN. ( Bells) 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Celebrant and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us thy peace. 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But 
thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Celebrant: If you are unable to celebrate around God’s table, we know and affirm that 
God is near to each person and meets us where we are. Please pray this communion 
prayer; a reminder that God is present with us always. 

Holy Communion 

Communion Music   The Swan   Camille Saint-Saens 
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Communion Meditation 
God of all loving, you love and search for each of us even before we loved you. 
And we are seized with wonder to discover that you look upon every human being 
with infinite tenderness and deep compassion.   

– Brother Roger, Taizé Community in France 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so 
to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Blessing 
May God the Father bless you,  
God the Son heal you,  
God the Holy Spirit give you strength.  
May God the holy and undivided Trinity guard your body,  
save your soul, and bring you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and reigns 
for ever; and the Blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Keep you and those you love in life everlasting. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn WLP 812  I the Lord of Sea and Sky 
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Dismissal 
Deacon: Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Organ Postlude   Allegretto Pastorale  Abraham van den Kerckhoven
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